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Spatial variability of soil properties is relevant for identifying those zones with physical degradation. We used
descriptive statistics and multifractal analysis for characterizing the spatial patterns of soil penetrometer resistance
(PR) distributions and compare them at different soil depths and soil water content to investigate the tillage effect
in soil compactation. The study was conducted on an Inceptisol dedicated to olive orchard for the last 70 years.
Two parallel transects of 64 m were selected as different soil management plots, conventional tillage (CT) and no
tillage (NT). Penetrometer resistance readings were carried out at 50 cm intervals within the first 20 cm of soil
depth (López de Herrera et al., 2015a).

Two way ANOVA highlighted that tillage system, soil depth and their interaction are statistically significant to
explain the variance of PR data. The comparison of CT and NT results at different depths showed that there are
significant differences deeper than 10 cm but not in the first two soil layers. The scaling properties of each PR
profile was characterized by τ(q) function, calculated in the range of moment orders (q) between -5 and +5 taken
at 0.5 lag increments. Several parameters were calculated from this to establish different comparisons (López de
Herrera et al., 2015b).

While the multifractal analysis characterizes the distribution of a single variable along its spatial support, the joint
multifractal analysis can be used to characterize the joint distribution of two or more variables along a common
spatial support (Kravchenko et al., 2000; Zeleke and Si, 2004). This type of analysis was performed to study the
scaling properties of the joint distribution of PR at different depths. The results showed that this type of analysis
added valuable information to describe the spatial arrangement of depth-dependent penetrometer data sets in all
the soil layers.
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